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GRAD 2015 Celebrations! 

This coming weekend is a special and an exciting one for our school. Our graduating Grade 12 

students will be taking part in our Cap and Gown Ceremony on Friday June 12th and we will be 

holding our Grad Celebration the following night Saturday June 13th. Both events will be held at 

the Complex. Please see the link below for more information:  

 

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks/Publications/Notice%20of%20Events%20%20GRAD%20

2015%20.pdf 

 

Brooks Secondary School!- In the News 

All year long the Powell River Peak has done a great job connecting with our school and getting 

‘Brooks-related’ stories out to the wider community. Last week was no exception! Below are 

some links to school-related stories that were in the June 3rd edition of the Peak. 

 

Sci & Tech 11 Crime Scene 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/community/doc556e5620bff93719497495.txt 

 

Sr. Girls’ Soccer Provincial Championship 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/sports/doc556e6f4195638433138559.txt 

 

Andrew Roddan, Adam Robertson, Brett Parrish 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/community/arts/doc556e534835218102344340.txt 

 

BC Festival of Performing Arts – Jeremy Hopper 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/news/doc556e5ccb6f76c208462220.txt 

 

PR Youth Active Transportation 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/news/doc556e618f65f82800064585.txt 

 

PRDTA Elections 

http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/06/03/news/doc556e69b67c22e438286420.txt 

 

June Exam Week 

Exam Week will be running from Thursday June 18th - Thursday June 25th this year. Here is a 

link to the full exam schedule:  

 

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks/Publications/Exam%20Sched.%20June%202015.pdf 
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Pathways for Indigenous Student Leaders 

Imagine doing research in some of the top science labs in the country.  This is exactly what 

Destiny Dendewicz, Layla George and Kristen Watson got to do from June 1st to 5th.  These three 

Grade 11, Brooks students spent a week at the University of Manitoba, doing hands-on science 

research. As a result of this experience they could be on their way to fulfilling careers in the 

heathcare field. 

  

As scholarship recipients of the Verna J. Kirkness Science and Engineering Program, these 

Powell River students joined with 41 other First Nation, Métis and Inuit students from across 

Canada to participate in this informative and inspiring educational opportunity. 
 

In addition to doing actual research with some of Canada’s most accomplished and renowned 

scientists our students had the opportunity to experience living on campus.  Through this 

experience, they came to realize that university is not a foreign environment, but an extension of 

their learning and a place where they can feel a sense of belonging.   
 

While at the University of Manitoba, 16 year old Layla George, participated in a research project 

that is studying the rising rates of type 2 diabetes in First Nation communities. This study is also 

exploring different approaches to prevention and management of diabetes. Part of George’s 

research took place under the direction of Dr. Jon McGavock, who has been hosting students 

from the Verna J. Kirkness Science and Engineering Program for the past three years.   He is an 

inspiration who demonstrated his passion for both his research and the high school students that 

he works with. 
 

“The students in the Program, inspire me to work more closely with high school students as they 

offer not only the future of our society, but have so much to offer as we know.” said Dr. 

McGavock. 
 

In looking back at her experience at the University of Manitoba, Layla George commented that, 

“I really enjoyed meeting new people with common interests and being exposed to new 

opportunities. Living on campus was great.” 
 

Destiny Dendewicz and Kristen Watson were grouped together in an Agri Food Science 

Research Lab and studied different types of grain and how different cooking methods affects 

nutrition. The lab was also exploring other more nutritious methods of cooking bannock. 
 

Destiny Dendewicz enjoyed her entire university experience and felt that it: “Opened my eyes to 

new opportunities for the future.” Kristen Watson found it very interesting to compare First 

Nation cultures on the prairies with First Nations on the coast.  “The week spent at the University 

of Manitoba definitely changed how I look at university now.” 
 

Andrea Phillips, an Inuit student from Baker Lake Nunuvut, who was very inspired by her 

experience in the Verna J. Kirkness Science and Engineering Program said: “If we put our minds 

to it, we can achieve it.” 
 

We are very fortunate to have this unparalleled opportunity to take our students from what they 

are learning in our high school science classes and exposing them to different fields of research 

in various universities across Canada. 
 

Submitted by: Gerry Brach: Brooks School First Nation Leadership Coordinator 
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Thunderbird Sports Update 

What an outstanding way to finish off an amazing year for Brooks Athletics . We have seen our 

Sr. Girls Soccer team win a BC championship banner, our school host a highly successful 

Mountain bike provincials, strong provincial championship performances by our Sr. Boys Soccer 

team, Jr. Girls volleyball team and a host of athletes compete at BC championships in Cross 

Country, Gymnastics, Mountain Biking and Track + Field . We have also run some highly 

competitive teams in many other sports. Here are some of our latest highlights: 

 

Calli-Ann Abbott ran a PB of 14.96 into the wind to win the SILEVER MEDAL in the hurdles 

at the BC high school track and field championships.  Calli-Ann also finished 5th in long jump 

and 10th in the 100m. Even more exciting for Calli is that she has been invited to compete against 

Canada's best Senior track athletes in Monday nights Harry Jerome Classic. She has been offered 

a lane to run the 100 hurdles. The Meet highlights some amazing national and international 

athletes trying to qualify for the PanAm Games and the 2016 Olympic team as well as her idol 

and Heptathlete Jessica Zilinka.  What a thrill! Congratulations Calli-Ann! 

 

Chris Fisher won SILVER in the Grade 8 B.C. 3000m at Provincials. 

 

Mackenzie Guild lowered his PB to 2;15:56 in the Gr 8 BC boys 800m Final to finish 5th in the 

province. 

 

Paige Lawson and Maddie Yule won BRONZE today at the BC's for beach volleyball in 

Parksville this past weekend. 

 

Thanks to all of our coaches and sponsors, who through their time and dedication allow our 

student athletes to compete with the very best on Vancouver Island and in the Province. Thanks 

to the staff who enable our kids to pursue these efforts and continue their studies. 

 

 
 

- Submitted by: Mr. Rice 
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Email & Contact Information Updates 

We would like to remind our parents/guardians to please make sure you are contacting the school 

if your contact information has changed. We have noticed that a number of people have changed 

internet providers and as a result they have new email addresses. Please contact our office 

manager Ms. Vallee at: Pia.Vallee@sd47.bc.ca and let her know of any updates or corrections. 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Tuesday June 9th   Mock Trial – Law 12 

Wednesday June 10th   Planning Day - school not in session 

Friday  June 12th   Cap & Gown / Gr. 12 Awards at Complex 

Saturday June 13th   2015 GRAD Celebrations 

Tuesday June 16th 6:00pm Film School Graduation Screenings 

      Reception at 6pm / Screenings at 7pm  

Wednesday June 17th   Last day of Semester #2 Classes 

    6:00pm Open House for Incoming Gr.8s / Gr.10s 

Thursday June 18th   EXAM WEEK begins 

    6:00pm Grade 8 & 9 Awards Presentation 

    7:00pm Grade 10 & 11 Awards Presentation   

    8:00pm Gr. 12 Local Scholarship Presentation 

Friday  June 19th   Aboriginal Day 

Thursday June 18 - 25   EXAM WEEK continues 

Thursday June 25th   Report Card Pick up 

Friday   June 26th   Administrative Day - school not in session 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to our CLASS of 2015 
Cap and Gown - Friday June 12th at 6:30pm 

Grad Celebrations - Saturday June 13th at 8:00pm 
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